
There were fireworks over
the Holy Ghost Catholic
Church, Exmouth, on
Wednesday, 6th May to

celebrate the 100th anniversary
of the consecration of this 
beautiful Gothic Revival church.

Two Masses were held on the
day: morning Mass was cele-
brated with the children of St
Joseph’s Catholic Primary
School, while the Bishop of 
Plymouth, Mark O’Toole, 
celebrated evening Mass for the
parish and invited guests from
the wider community. 

Following evening Mass, 
refreshments were available for
everyone in the hall. 

The Masses were the 
culmination of 12 months of 
celebrations, many with a ‘100’
theme, to mark a century of
continuing Catholic community
and worship. 

“Pope Francis has set a new
tone for the Church. He encour-
ages us to ‘look outward’ and
demonstrate warm friendship to
all our neighbours,” said Fr
Philip Austen, parish priest of
the Holy Ghost.

“By organising these open
events and welcoming visitors
and parishioners alike, we are
responding enthusiastically to
his encouragements.”

The first event, in May last
year, was the installation of a
specially commissioned window,
by artist Stewart Lowe, which
for 12 months has shone out
from the church like a beacon.
One hundred ‘light-catchers’,
made from the windows it re-
placed allowed parishioners to
take home a piece of church 
history. 

In early June the church put
on a concert by the children
from St Joseph’s Catholic 
Primary School, followed short-
ly after by a parish hog roast,
with old and young dancing to
live music.  

In July a large scale picnic
party was thrown for 100 
children baptised in the Holy
Ghost church. 

For those not so young, there
was a celebratory cream tea and
organ recital, with 100 senior
citizens invited from the Holy
Ghost and other churches and
organisations in Exmouth. 

One hundred sweet peas,
beautifully displayed in com-
memorative glass jars, graced
the church in the summer, while
in autumn nearly a hundred
scarecrows of all shapes and
sizes decorated the church 
gardens for the Harvest Fayre,
the work of St Joseph’s school
children. 

The most recent event, on
18th April, celebrated 100 years
of Holy Ghost weddings, as 
couples who had been married
there were invited to a special
Mass at which they, and many
others, renewed their wedding
vows. 

Amid the festivities, there
were more contemplative
events. In July, 36 parishioners
went on pilgrimage to Asissi,
home of St Francis, and in 
October and March, a number
of speakers gave parishioners
‘Food for Thought’ on what it
means to really live the 
Christian message today. The
talks were free, with partici-
pants making donations to the
Exmouth Food Bank. 

In early 2015, newly created
prayer groups considered 
questions of personal 
spirituality and the place of the
Church in the wider community. 

In the last week of the 
centenary year, the Holy
Ghost church has been
open to all for a 
Celebration of Flowers
and Memories, with the
altar adorned as it 
appeared 100 years ago. 

Landmark: Top picture, the stunning Gothic Revival Church of the Holy Ghost, in Exmouth.

Above, the Bishop of Plymouth, Mark O’Toole, celebrates a special centenary Mass to mark
the church’s 100 years of service to the town’s Catholic community

Going with a bang: Fireworks light up the spire as the church marks a wonderful year of
events to mark the centenary. “Pope Francis has set a new tone for the Church. He 
encourages us to ‘look outward’ and demonstrate warm friendship to all our neighbours,” said
Fr Philip Austen. “By organising these open events and welcoming visitors and parishioners
alike, we are responding enthusiastically to his encouragements.”
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